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processing in anorexia nervosa using brain scanning techniques (fMRI).

Participants receive £30 and an image of their brain!
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Brain imaging of Emotion And Cognition Of adolescents with anorexia Nervosa: The BEACON Study
What is the purpose of the research?

We would like to invite you to take part in a multimodal neuroimaging and neuropsychological study to further the understanding of anorexia nervosa in the early stages of illness. The majority of past research has focused on investigating neuropsychological processing in adults with anorexia nervosa. However, recent findings suggest that earlier intervention may be more beneficial and reduce the impact of the illness on quality of life. Therefore, further understating of anorexia nervosa during the early stages of illness is vital. Through this research, we are hoping to improve the understanding of processes that underlie the development and progression of anorexia nervosa, and ultimately improve treatments and treatment outcome.

Who can take part? 

We are looking for right handed female participants aged 12-18 years old with:

· A diagnosis of anorexia nervosa,

· No past or present diagnosis of neurological illness or history of head trauma, and 

· No metal in or on the body that cannot be removed.

What does the study involve? 

The study consists of a single session lasting approximately 2 hours. During this session, we will ask people to answer some questionnaires and complete some puzzles, some of which are completed inside a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scanner. The MRI scanner will allow us to study brain structure and function in a non-invasive manner while you complete the puzzles. 
The study takes place in Denmark Hill, London.

You will be reimbursed £30 for your time.

Please note: participation in this study requires you to fill in some questionnaires that ask non-compulsory questions about your lowest ever and highest ever BM as well as a measurement of your current height and weight. 

How can you take part?

If you are interested please contact Jenni Leppanen (jenni.leppanen@kcl.ac.uk).
Author: Jenni Leppanen

Affiliation: Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience, King’s College London.

Synopsis:

This study investigates brain structure and function in anorexia nervosa during the early stages of illness. We are particularly interested in brain responses to various cognitive puzzles and social stimuli.

